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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

OTHER COMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON JOINT INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSIONS

Date 08/24/2021

Time 07:10:59 PM to 09:41:34 PM

Place Commerce City

This Meeting was called to order by

Jolie Brawner

This Report was prepared by

Matthu Beck

Attendance

Aislinn Kottwitz *

Amber

McReynolds
X

Blanca Uzeta

O'Leary
X

Constance

Hass
X

Danny Moore X

Elizabeth

Wilkes
X

Gary Horvath X

Heather Barry X

Hunter Barnett X

Jason Kelly X

John Buckley X

Jolie Brawner X

JulieMarie

Shepherd

Macklin

X

Kevin Fletcher X

Lori Schell X

Martha

Coleman
X

Moussa

Diawara
X

Paula Espinoza X

Robin

Schepper
X

Samuel

Greenidge
X

Simon Tafoya X

William Leone X

Carlos Perez X

Carly Hare X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Hearing Items Action Taken

Expand All Items Collapse All Items

07:11:09 PM
Chair Barry gave opening remarks on Adams County and Chair Brawner introduced the informational video on redistricting.

07:29:23 PM
Issamar Pichardo, representing Conservation Colorado/Protégete, testified. She spoke on her experience working with the

community on environmental issues and asked that the commission keep Commerce City whole in CD8.

07:34:25 PM
Justine Sandoval, representing Cobalt, testified. She spoke on the issues that Cobalt works on in the state and asked that

Adams County and Commerce City be kept as whole as possible.

07:37:19 PM
Ms. Susan Noble, representing self, testified. She spoke about the environmental concerns in the area and gave her thoughts

on the legislative maps. Commissioner Schell asked a follow-up question on what communities to include with Commerce City.

07:41:40 PM
Mr. Mike Cortes, representing CLLARO (Colorado Latino Leadership Advocacy and Research Organization), testified. He

distributed a packet of information and maps to the commission (Attachment A). He spoke on the map submitted by CLLARO

and changes that they made.
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07:48:11 PM
Mrs. Lori Goldstein, representing self, testified. She stated concerns with the current state house and senate maps as they run

through Adams and Jefferson Counties and asked that the State Senate district be split at the county line. Commissioners

asked follow-up questions on how districts being split across counties may affect school funding.

07:53:51 PM
Victor Galvan, representing United for a New Economy Colorado, testified. He described the work United for a New Economy

Colorado does. He asked the the commission consider the Latino community of interest in Adams County when drawing both

congressional and state legislative maps. Commissioner Schell asked follow-up questions on what areas are part of the

community of interest near Commerce City.

08:00:10 PM
Mr. Pedro Gonzalez, representing self, testified. He stated that it was important to keep the Latino community in the area

together in districts to not dilute their voice.

08:04:11 PM
Ms. Kate Miya, representing self, testified. She spoke on the importance of the Latino population being properly represented in

her city of Thornton as well as all of Adams County.

08:08:21 PM
Mr. Alex Apodaca-Cobell, representing CLLARO (Colorado Latino Leadership Advocacy and Research Organization), testified.

He mentioned that the organization had submitted a map that had 30 districts with thirty percent Latino population or more in

the state house and senate maps. Commissioners asked follow-up questions regarding the competitiveness formula used for

submitted maps and asked for insight on the Hispanic and Latino communities in the state.

08:27:16 PM
Craig Sullivan, representing self, testified. He testified regarding state Senate District 29 and concerns with Thornton being

split. He asked that Thornton and Northglenn be grouped if possible as well.

08:29:56 PM
Dr. Ernestine Garcia, representing self, testified. She reiterated previous testimony for considering the Latino population in the

area a community of interest and for keeping the Latino community including Brighton, Thornton, Commerce City, and other

northern communities together in CD8. She submitted a written copy of her testimony (Attachment B).

08:35:57 PM
Representative Adrienne Benavidez, representing self, testified. She reiterated previous testimony on the latino population

being a community of interest in the area. She spoke on issues important to the Latino population and why they need a strong

voice in representation.

08:39:46 PM
Mr. Gil Reyes, representing self, testified. He testified that the maps proposed by CLLARO are the only maps currently

submitted using up-to-date data and that the preliminary plan underestimated the growth in Latino population.

08:44:25 PM
Maria Gonzalez, representing Adelante Community Development, testified. She spoke on the importance of the small business

community and how important it is to keep Commerce City whole.

08:53:08 PM
Sophie Thomas, representing self, testified. She asked that Commerce City be placed with Brighton and Thornton in a

congressional district.

08:54:35 PM
Ms. Kathy Henson, representing self, testified. She asked that Adams County be kept whole in CD8. She spoke about the

economic development and transportation advancements in the area.

notes://alamosa/CLICS%5CCLICS2021A%5Ccommsumm.nsf/NewCS....

2 of 3 9/28/2021 11:57 AM



08:58:15 PM
Mrs. Clara Jane Banzin, representing self, testified. She spoke on how Westminister can be isolated from other parts of Adams

County and that they fit better with Jefferson County.

09:08:22 PM
Ms. Lynne Spence, representing self, testified. She spoke about the the average age in different Jefferson County and Adams

County communities and spoke on how settled families live differently than renters. She submitted a copy of her shared

information (Attachment C).

09:11:32 PM
Gena Ozols, representing COLOR (Colorado Organization for Latina Opportunity and Reproductive Rights), testified. She

spoke on how gentrification has been a concern and how the Latino population has been under represented in the area. She

asked that the map drawing process start in densely populated areas first.

09:13:49 PM
Mr. Rudy Gonzales, representing Servicios de La Raza, testified. He reiterated previous testimony that Commerce City should

be in CD8 with Thornton and other unincorporated areas in Adams County. He also spoke on how it's important to have one

federal representative to fight on behalf of the Latino community.

09:20:06 PM
Mr. Guillermo Serna, representing self, testified. He testified that Commerce City has never been prioritized and has been

previously placed in districts that didn't have it's best interests in mind.

09:25:54 PM
Hector Porras, representing self, testified. He spoke on the strong Latino population in Commerce City and how it is important

to have focused representation.

09:27:45 PM
Salvador Hernandez, representing Mi Familia Vota, testified. He reiterated previous support that Commerce City should be kept

whole and spoke on the work he does with Mi Familia Vota.

09:32:29 PM
Ms. Julie Carr, representing self, testified. She spoke on how the maps effect Colorado Springs and how Southeast Colorado

Springs neighborhoods need to be kept together on State House and Senate House Districts.

09:41:34

PM
The committee adjourned.
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